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FIGURE 2
COVERAGE CONTOURS

BIG RIVER BROADCASTING CORP.
WQLT-FM CHANNEL 297 CLASS C1
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FIGURE 3
FM SEPARATION STUDY

BIG RIVER BROADCASTING CORP.
WXFL- FM CHANNEL 241 CLASS C2

KILLEN, ALABAMA

FM search of channel 241C2 (96.1 MHz), at N. 34 51 52, W. 87 23 43.

Searching Channel 241C2 (96.1 MHz) :

CALL CITY ST CHN CL S DIST SEPN BRNG CLEARANCE

ALC Holly Pond AL 238 A U 107.0 55.0 137.7° 52.0

W238AD Trinity AL 238 D L 33.4 0.0 120.8° 33.4

WXXRFM Holly Pond AL 238 A L 106.0 55.0 142. r 51. 0

ALC Nashville TN 238 C u 149.5 105.0 18.7° 44.5

WSMFM Nashville TN 238 C L 149.5 105.0 18.7° 44.5

K239AA Fayetteville TN 239 D L 79.9 0.0 68.6° 79.9

ALC Guntersville AL 240 C3 U 120.6 117.0 116.2° 3.6

WTWXFM Guntersville AL 240 C3 L 117.9 117.0 119.7° 0.9

ALC Potts Camp MS 240 C3 U 156.8 117.0 259.2° 39.8

WCNA Saltillo MS 240 C3 A 122.7 117.0 254.1° 5.7

WCNA Potts Camp MS 240 c3 D 159.2 117.0 259.3° 42.2

WCNA Potts Camp MS 240 C3 L 159.2 117.0 259.3° 42.2

ALC Camden TN 240 A V 147.1 106.0 334.1° 41.1

ALC Lawrenceburg TN 240 A U 44.3 106.0 10.5° -61. 7

WDXEFM Lawrenceburg TN 240 A L 44.3 106.0 10.5° -61.7

ALC Florence AL 241 C2 V 0.0 190.0 0.0° -190.0

ALC Florence AL 241 A U 28.1 166.0 244.2° -137.9

W241AA Huntsville AL 241 D C 70.4 0.0 96.4° 70.4

WXFL Florence AL 241 C2 A 0.0 190.0 0.0° -190.0

WXFL Florence AL 241 A L 36.2 166.0 234.1° -129.8

ALC Atlanta GA 241 C U 304.6 249.0 112.6° 55.6

WKLS Atlanta GA 241 C L 304.6 249.0 112.6° 55.6

ALC Owensboro KY 241 C U 322.7 249.0 0.6° 73.7

WSTO Owensboro KY 241 C L 322.7 249.0 0.6° 73.7

ALC Eupora MS 241 C2 U 214.8 190.0 226.1° 24.8

NEW Tunica MS 241 C3 C 253.7 177 .0 266.5° 76.7

WLZA Eupora MS 241 C2 L 211. 6 190.0 226.3° 21. 6

ALC Murfreesboro TN 242 C1 U 160.8 158.0 32.6° 2.8

WRMX Murfreesboro TN 242 C1 L 160.8 158.0 32.6° 2.8

WRMX Murfreesboro TN 242 C1 C 164.6 158.0 19.3° 6.6

ALC Birmingham AL 243 C U 164.6 105.0 163.2° 59.6

WMJJ Birmingham AL 243 C L 164.6 105.0 163.2° 59.6

NEW Parker Crossroads TN 243 A A 134.1 55.0 317.7° 79.1

ALC Centerville TN 244 A U 108.0 55.0 351.7° 53.0

WNKXFM Centerville TN 244 A L 108.0 55.0 351.7° 53.0

ALC Lawrenceburg TN 294 A V 44.3 15.0 10.5° 29.3

W294AD Pulaski TN 294 D L 50.4 0.0 41. 0° 50.4

WDXEFM Lawrenceburg TN 294 A A 44.3 15.0 10.5° 29.3

NEW-T Trinity AL 295 D A 33.4 0.0 120.8° 33.4
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FIGURE 4
COVERAGE CONTOURS

BIG RIVER BROADCASTING CORP.
WXFL- FM CHANNEL 241 CLASS C2

KILLEN, ALABAMA
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Figure 5·WXFL Present Class A CoveragelWXFL Class C2 Coverage
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FIGURE 6
FM SEPARATION STUDY

H.M.S BROADCASTING, INC.
WDXE.FM CHANNEL 294 CLASS A

LAWRENCEBURG,TENNESSEE

MAPFM search of channel 294A6 (106.7 MHz), at N. 35 15 25, W. 87 18 24.

Searching Channel 294A6 (106.7 MHz) :

CALL CITY ST CHN CL S DIST SEPN BRNG CLEARANCE

ALC Lawrenceburg TN 240 A U 0.0 10.0 0.0° -10.0

WDXEFM Lawrenceburg TN 240 A L 0.0 10.0 0.0° -10.0

ALC Florence A1 241 C2 V 44.3 14.0 190.5° 30.3

ALC Florence AL 241 A U 65.0 10.0 210.8° 55.0

WXFL Florence AL 241 C2 A 44.3 14.0 190.5° 30.3

WXFL Florence AL 241 A L 74.7 10.0 210.0° 64.7

ALC Hartselle AL 291 C3 U 104.7 42.0 148.4° 62.7

WTAKFM Hartselle AL 291 C3 L 107.0 42.0 145.5° 65.0

ALC Sheffield AL 292 C3 U 64.9 42.0 234.8° 22.9

WBTGFM Sheffield AL 292 C3 L 77.0 42.0 215.6° 35.0

ALC Oak Grove KY 293 C3 V 166.3 89.0 355.5° 77 .3

ALC Clifton TN 293 A A 71.7 72.0 289.0° -0.3

ALC Chattanooga TN 293 C U 181. 4 165.0 93.3° 16.4

WSKZ Chattanooga TN 293 C L 181. 4 165.0 93.3° 16.4

ALC New Albany MS 294 C2 U 176.5 166.0 238.9° 10.5

WWZDFM New Albany MS 294 C2 L 169.0 166.0 239.6° 3.0

ALC Lawrenceburg TN 294 A V 0.0 115.0 0.0° -115.0

ALC Mount Juliet TN 294 A U 130.2 115.0 29.8° 15.2

W294AD Pulaski TN 294 D L 25.5 0.0 102.4° 25.5

WDXEFM Lawrenceburg TN 294 A A 0.0 115.0 0.0° -115.0

WNPL Belle Meade TN 294 A A 114.5 115.0 25.9° -0.5

WNPL Mount Juliet TN 294 A D 130.2 115.0 29.8° 15.2

WNPL Mount Juliet TN 294 A C 117.1 115.0 29.5° 2.1

ALe Birmingham AL 295 C U 201. 6 165.0 166.6° 36.6

NEW-T Trinity AL 295 D A 64.1 0.0 161. 3° 64.1

WODL Birmingham AL 295 C L 201. 6 165.0 166.6° 36.6

ALC Mckenzie TN 295 C1 U 151.7 133.0 298.1° 18.7

WWYN Mckenzie TN 295 C1 L 151. 7 133.0 298.1° 18.7

ALC Tullahoma TN 296 A A 88.8 31. 0 83.4° 57.8

ALC Florence AL 297 C U 74.7 95.0 210.0° -20.3

WQLT Florence AL 297 C L 74.7 95.0 210.0° -20.3

WQLT Florence AL 297 C1 C 74.7 75.0 210.0° -0.3
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Figure 6A-WDXE Lawrenceburg, TN Channel 294A Clearance Map
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FIGUREI
COVERAGE CONTOURS

H-M-S BROADCASTING, INC.
WDXE-FM CHANNEL 294 CLASS A

LAWRENCEBURG,TENNESSEE

Scale 1:500,000
1 inch equals approximately 8 miles
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CERTIFICATION

Kirk A. Tollett hereby certifies that;

He is President of Commsouth Media, Inc., a broadcast consulting firm based in
Crossville, Tennessee;

His qualifications in broadcast matters are a matter of record before the Federal
Communications Commission having been presented and accepted on many occasions
over the past twenty years;

That he has been retained by Big River Broadcasting Corporation and H-M-S
Broadcasting Company, for the purpose of developing technical exhibits and analyses of
which this certification is a part;

That the accompanying technical report and exhibits were developed by him personally
or under his immediate supervision and that all the information presented therein is true
and correct to the best of his knowledge and belief

Signed and dated this 23rd day of May, 1997

Kirk A. Tollett
Commsouth Media, Inc.
P.O. Box 810
Crossville, Tennessee 38557-0810
(615)456-4656
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Killen Park

BRIEF HISTORY OF KILLEN

K'1IIen is locaIed WI the SOUIheastern portion of
lauderdale COUI1y on Highway 72. The original
owners 01 the land known as Killen were Dr. S.E.
Cross and a Mr. Peden. In 1896, Mr. Sharp Killen
applied to the Postal Departmenl for a post oIfice
and the name KJen was selected.

DUring the building 01 the Muscle Shoals Canal,
a number 01 new IamiIies llIOIIed into the area in
the 1870's. In 1878, the paymaster at the canal,
Alex Smith, was robbed of the canal worker's
payroll by Jessie James,

Killon WllS Incorporlltod In 1957, The population,
acCording to the 1990 census, is 1047 people.
The Town now has a doctor, !WO dentist, several

.'es and sma" busineSses.
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Welcome To

TOWN
OF

KILLEN

City Hall & Senior Center
(Proposed)

LAUDERDALE
COUNTY

JlI.a6ama

~

Killen Park

BRIEF HISTORY OF KILLEN

Killen is locaIed in !he SOl4heaSlem portion 01
l.<luderdale Col.Ry on Highway 72. The original
OWllefS 01 the land known as KiUen "'....e Dr. S.E.
Cross and a Mr. Peden. In 11196, MI. Sharp Kilen
llppIied 10 the Postal Departmenllor a post offic:e
and the name Kilen ",as selected.

During Ih8 building oIlhe Muscle Shoals Canal,
a number 01 new Iamilies moved no !he area in
the 1870's. In 1878, the paymaster ill !he canal,
Alex Smith, "'as robbed 01 lhe canal worker's
payroll by Jessie James.

KilIon was locorporOlod in 1957. Tho poPUialion,
according to the 1990 census, is 1047 people.
The Town now has a doctor, two dentist, several
churches and small businesses.

The towr\speople are especially prOUd 01 the
park facilities loci!lqqf1,l~~,9fk Six Road, "'hich
consiSts 01 tour ~:tennls courts, picllic
aroas, playground and a Iightod walkong trail.
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Full Service BMIry
OeN, Tray. Available
Banquet FaclllllM

Available

KILLEN UNITED METHODIS'
P.O. Box 249 - 145 J.e. Mauldin Hwy. - Kill

Sunday School 10:00 A.M.
Morning Wonhip 11:00 A.M.
Evening Wonhip 6:00 ',M.
Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 ,.M.

Church Panon...
757·2148.757·8041 757-572%

Com. Gill. WitJI Us/

CarBrlng Frx Any SpeciaJo~
At yOU' HomtI 0, Busintiss
"B"$I B.B.Q. '" Th" South·

757·5146
5627 Hwy. 72 Killen, AL

,.., Newton's
Big Star
1205-757-53391

HWF.7. IWJen, AL

P.O. Box Sl
Killen, AL 35645

mimi
KILLEN~ ALABAN

A :\I

Welcome To

c

IIListerhill
Employees 4

Credit Union

2

----
Strength.
And Leadership.
lD the IuiDrsCOllllllllllity. .a
lD}'lRIfCOlllllllllity. "V

FIRST BAPTIST
CHuRCH - KILLEN

~';'~ f~~'''~:'\,'
205-757-5334 i

PAmlIII 0.. 10IlI PIIILUPs \, i' •
'"
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OF THE SOUTH"
ICHING BAND
'-(oward • DirtlCtOf

lLE WHIRLPOOL
• MARBLE VAHI1Y
)WER STALLS" TOPS

of ~~rble
e. • P.O. Box 568
en, AL35&45
48llrI HoidrIn

;-757-1725)

F G

K

H

THE KILLEN DINER
O.11y Lum;h Sp.c/.'

Country cooking· Full Une Menu
Fr.h Sittered Chlcklft F1nll_

pond Rlleed Clttlsh
Rib".. FrL " SA NI,IrI

Mon•• ThUrL 7 Lm•• 8 p.m.
Fri•• Sal. 7 Lm.· 8 p.m.

1 block N. of Red Ught

[757-1283 I
Carry.Out Orders Available

J.e. Mauldin Hwy. (Old 72)
KlIIen,AL

~CEDAR

~ GABLES
Bringing home to you ...

{J..:L'()r(Jli~',: llc(.'c..'ssories and
mllalihles from <lround tile lVorld.

Highway 72. E. • Killen. AL

1205-757-95501
Monday' Saturday 10 a.m.· 5:30 p.m.

Hair Styles for the Entire Family
Tammy Wallace - Owner I Operator

I 757-3767 I
Hwy. 72 E. at Red Ught

KIllen, AL

4

Lo~ on Anything ofYlltur
Hwy. 72 KIllen, AL
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2~ GUNS AND JEWELRY
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1205-757-9bbUI
Monday' Saturday 10 a.m, . 5:30 p,m

an (CD
LYO

PEST CONTRO

//

~1" '
O!.'<;'/

V

//
/

/

~.

/
DAU LYONS

757-4996 • Home 766-2834
,/

/1'

Professional GUdfanleed 5enl/l~e

licensed, Bonded, JnsUfpd
Termite & Moisture Control

PO, Box 475 Killen, AL 35645

SHALER DR F3,4
SHOALS CREEK RD B3,C4
STUTTS LN E2
SKY HARBOR DR B4
7ERRAPIN E4
TORTOISE E5
WRTLE COVE RD E4
WALLACE CIR D2,3

7:(Xl

9:lX) I

<r.so I

6:lXll

Thanks
To The

Advertisers
Who Made

This
Map

Possible

Lo_ on Anything of'VII#ue
Hwy. 72 Killen, AL

'''i';iuul

KILLEN CHURCH
OF CHRIST

Hair Styles for the Entire Family
Tammy WaHace - Owner / Operator

I 757-3767 I
Hwy. 72 E. at Red Ught

Killen, AL

~.

Fn't' lIible Correspondence
t.uurses

WEDNESDAY
Ilihle C1.~'e.

205·757·2918

Hwy. 72 at Lock Six Rood
rorrw and worslrip willr lil!

SUNDAY
n,hlc CIa"e.
WOr.\hip
Worship

2"~ GUNS AND JEWELR

~
C!1D~Gn
~

5

4

3

H

:;;;;" tMYan

---

Jessie Grigsby
Properties

Residential and Commercial Property
in the Killen Area

I 757-1177 I
Hwy 72 E. • P.O. Box 94

Killen. AL
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KILLEN, ALABAMA

(3 Southern
Engineering
GPP, Inc.

• CO,.,NQHT· III! AU, RIGttn RUtflllfll
111.0. aGX eo· COl!:N .....

t111·a".,»'•• lflOO." .
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'irwlC8 OUr Own c

~ALE8 Dan Williams '
J', .,....,... ALABAMA S1 D2.3 HIGHLAND DR E4

'"- I~ ATLAS Builders AMV DR D.E3.4 HWY 2 A4.H3
1/1 BRIDGE RD D3.E2 HWY 13 C3.D1

... & Roofo.n BRIDGE RD. S D,E3 HWY 43 C3,Dt9 BROOKSIDE OR E3,4 HWY 72 A4.H3
_._._.•$$$ BRUSH CREEK AD D2.3 JC. MAULDIN HIV'l
.ul Siding - RoofIng - R~/ng CEDAR LN G3 JOAN LN E,F3
; bu5if/fI!IS8S. I) CO. RO 71 H1 JOHNSON CIA E3
~ Io8nI 205-757.259~ 205·757,2813 COLLEGE';T D2,3 JONES AVE D2
..-_...•.•$$$ ~- ELM DR (, H3 LAKE RD B3
TRICk. Hwy. 72 E. KIllen AL FRANCES OA G3 LEXINGTON RD F~
OFFER '
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JAMES SHARP KILLEN 1868 - 1949
JENNIE PEDEN KILLEN 1872 - 1938

KILLEN, ALABAMA
IOOTH ANNIVERSARY
AUGUST 22, 1996

THE KILLENS OPENED A STORE HERE IN 1895 AND
HE WAS APPOINTED THE FIRST POSTMASTER A
YEAR LATER. THE FIRST KILLEN POST OFFICE,
NAMED FOR HIM, OPENED AUGUST 22, 1896 IN HIS
STORE THAT WAS LOCATED IN THE NORTHWEST
CORNER OF THE BRIDGE ROAD AND J.e. MAULDIN
HIGHWAY.

Omnibus 1880s

l"'IItJI!!!I"'_._
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History of Killen

In 1894, only three houses were here. Dr. Shade CrO!B owned

his h~e and the old McMahen home was built before the Civil War.

It was an Inn. The house is a two-etary lOt build in, with 8 ch1m-

ney at each end. Arter Dr. Cro~s died, it waB sold to Mr. Sam

Henson. He raised hie family there. After his death, ~r. J.H.

)11le., booght it. At this writtnl (1959), the hOUB~ is 125 y~arl!l

old.

~r. Tan Peden owned a har.e here where the David Munn horr.e

is now and several-;cres or land. In lP95, he deeded five acres

to his daughter, Yore. Sharp Killen and husband of Greenhill. Dr.

Cross And lw.r. P\~d~n owned nll the land that is known as Killen now.

Mr. Killen built the first store here and later his horr,e.

The U.S. Headquarter3 for t he ~.uscle Shoals Canal at Lock Six on

the Tennessee River one mile south of Killen wae completed in 1~90

80 boats could plsa up and down the rivar. This br01.ltht a nU1r.ber

of families here and there wae a "eat deJJ18nd for a F.ost Office.

The people had to !o to Florence for their mail. Florence was ten

miles fran here. In 1896, ~.r. Sharp Killen applied to the Postal

Department for a post office. It W8!1 a dry .cxx1! box with shelves

in it and sat on the counter. When 83ked the name of the new office.

Y.r. Killen said. "We will name. it Killen."

Out'town WI. incorporated in 1957. Then there were 632 inhabt..

it.ntl.

The main industry here is work on the Tennessee River at Wilson

I rxi Wheeler d81lle.

uster

lJurinl the buildinl of Muscle Shoal! Canal. Alex Sml th was pay
horseback

, a month, tht' workmen were raid .....:-. Smith rode'ur and



down the river and paid them. He carried the money in

two sacks thrcwn across the front of his saddle. At this

time the James Gang were dreaded robbers. Mr. Smith was

held up by them. They took $5,200 from him. The money

was divided between them. However, Mr. Smith was given

his month's salary of $65.00 and left not to open his eyes

until the robbers were out of sight. This was March 11,

1878.



The river is providi ng
enticemenl for so many new
subdivisions along lhe river
which Ihen extend north -to the
cily of Killen thaI the city is
soon to spread from tile river
banks into a closely populaled
metropolis. The Brooks'
school will no longer stand
alone, bul will be surrounded
by Killen residents and places
of employment.

Dr. William Brown would
like to open a dental office in
the city of Kiilen. He has
recently moved to Lingerlosl
in the Killen vicillitv from
Smyrna, Ga., where h~ was in
praclice with another dentist.
Dr. Brown gradualed from the
University 01 Alabama School
01 Dentistry in 1974 and
practiced in Georgia for a
year before returnin"g to
Alabama. He is presenllv
planning construction or a
denlal office in Killen and cees
lhe Killen "rea as a place wilh
growlh potential as well as a
fine place lo tive. Dr. Brown is
the son o[ Dr. and Mrs. \larry
Brown of Florence.

rooms made it possible for the
seventh grade La be moved
from the ,Junior High
r;lemenlary location to lhe
new campus, which was buill
in 1968. Plans are for all
grades La be located on the
present high school grounds
some two niiles from Ihe
cenler of Killen.

•

Phillips in charge of the fire
department. keep the cily
rUrictions in order. The city
was incorpora led in 1958.

Killen does nol have a
dOelor (oday. Dr. S. S.
Roberts of Florence beg"n his
career in Killen. Two other
doclors had practiced in years
be.fore hitn. However,

. with the steady rise in
population and growing needs
Killen ,My be a good place for
anothd\ dodor to slart his
career. The Brooks Lions
,would like to have their own
doelor ~ long with their
present druggist.

Brooks IHgh School has a
lIew building Ihis year. which
includes a cafeteda and class
rooms. The additional class

j lie. f- lOOA)C (;;> F;-~fliY'0

~'f:th(d'"licc Jur.¥icliQ"n lr'
" cent sales tax' is aJlIed to,
lhe income for the city, from
Itobbins Floor Products, an
industry, plus three marinas,
a garden nursery, two motels
and restaurants. The Turlle
Point Country Cll,b is also in
_.~;~., ~--c-__

lhe jtltisdiction. which brings
people from many distant
places lo their activities such
as golf tournaments.

Killen still has a lew of its
early stores. but a new City
Hall and Fire department arc
now flanked by many new
buildings or names of
business. The mosl recent
business added to Killen are
pool and patio eonlractors.

The city can boast of one
daytltne fireman on duly,
paid and aboul 30 volunteer
firemen. They have lwo palrol'
cars and three policemen.

Mayor Bob Kennedy and his
fonT councilmen; .Jerry
Mitchell, finance chairman;
R. L. Shook, slreels. n. F
Thotnpson, police and Don

Chapel were finally replaced
with a new building in the
center of Klilen on land
donated by M. B. Jones and
Lee Harrison. II was still just
one-room but large and the
parenls had to buy lhe desk for
their children. fn 1935 the
frame building became too
small and the present brick
bUilding was constructed.

had weallwr he had lo spend
Ihe nigh I with a boxholder ..

The canal had offered
employmenl other lhan lar
ming [or the r<'5idenls of
Killen. They became finan
ci"lly able 10 purchase cars.
Ulmer Roberts bought lhe
first one. Soon lhe Cox
brothers, GUy and lIerberl,
opened lhe first automobile
garage.

~'or good schools and con
linued education. studenls
wenl In Florence. Green Hill,
Hogcn;vilJc or , !\thcn~.
1I0\'1o'('ver, the $.mall one-room
schools, Brooks, on lhe Brooks
Plantation and Brown's

Prior La 1904 the
Methodisls held services in
the Brown's Ch"pel School.
In 1912 they buill a church on
I"nd donated by J. II. Mc
Peters on Ihe Ill"in street in
Killen.

The Baptis ls began their
services in 1904 in an old slore
building, which lhey pur
chased. In 1928 they
suspended services. Reverend
W. T. Blaekhurn was one of
(he firsl ministers. T. M.
Hogers dona led land in 1946
for the Baptists 1.0 eonstruel H

new church and in 1948 the
saneluary was opened.

Around 1911 lhe Church of
Christ members began
meeting in a lenl on the
HOlljway Place and in Popular
Spriflgs' school. ,lalle Cornpc
donated-sotne land and they
built a church aboul lhree,
miles north of Killen. The'
members fell thal a church :
needed to be in lhe cenler of \
Killen. So, in. 1924 W. L. Cox 1

gave alaI 01\ College Street

and a church was buill in
downtown Killen.

Today a11 three
denominalions have modern,
large churches 10 serve the
many residents in the center
of Killen.

Killen's first lelephone was
in the home of Dee Harrison.
He ran the line from Florence
and kept it repaired by
himself.

'today nearly all the
residents have telephones,
cali shop at. major chains such
as Piggly Wiggly and Weslern
Auto; may purchase their
medIcinal supplies at a large
Illodern drug slore aod sell
lheir real eslale lhrough a
choice of repulable real estale
oUires. In fact, the residents
of Killen could possibly sur
vive wilhout. going to anolher
city. Aulomobile garages, a
florist, welding shop, wroughl
iron and glass work, TV and
radio sales and serVICe,
furnilure upholslery, lawn
mower sales and service, used
variety, sports supplies,
antique' shop, a bank and
beauty and barber shops add
to the revenue ,received in the

Sept. 4) J'ffS

It is nnt known when Dr.
Shadrick Epperson Cross first
('ame 10 wllal is now Killen,
Alabama. II is known that he
owned allihe property and the
nrsl lwo houses constructed
;n the area. Cross's son and
family lived in one of lin'
houses. Laler Cross huilt a gin

c'md Irnnnnt houses, which
star led lhe inhahiting of a
sed ion of North Alahama
hefore Ihe Civil War.

P";or 10 1890, when lhe
Muscle Shnals Canal system
W;I~ <.:ompletcd, l1.1vigalion by
hargC' was impossible beyond
Flnrence, due 10 lhe shallow
water and "me::m" shoals.
The project ror construclion oL
nine locks, which covered
lwelve and one-eighth miles
was hegun in 1871. People
began (0 know wllere the area
1;Jler named Killen was
localell. For' only a st10rt
dist"n<:o, soulh, was Ihe
loca lion of lock number six.
I':mployees and ad·
ministrators buill homes near
111<: lock. A supply -'lore,
sawmill, shipyard, carpenter
shop, maclline shOI; and a
foundry were the businesses
opera led in lhe Lock Six
community In serve the
people. repair lhe barges and
maintain the train and track
whkh ran from Lock One 13
Lock Nine. •

The main offices were
located 1n Florence and pay
for the canal emplo) es wa~

sent oUI on horseback once
each monlh by rider
Alexander Smilh. In IB8l he
was robbed by the ,Iesse
.lames g"ng of lhe payrnll,
consisting of $5200. The gang
gave Smilh his salary of $65
for the month and released
him near the present location
of ".ntioch church. The payroll
\',:il~ never recovered.

Though Killen continued 10
grow \dlhollf l,flCk Six .1n(1 ;111
of its contributions. KHlen
Iflight hav'c been a much
I"rger city loday, had lhe
flood walers created by TVA
not I"ken its heginning.

"'",'ever, during the canal
era Ihe people who lived away
from Ihe river banks were
slarling lhe eily of Killen
today. Torn Pceden, wrote his
daughler, who had married
,lames Sharpe Killen asking
lhem to return 10 Killen, He
promised lhem rive acres of
land. They did return ilI1(1 built
a filore opening the doors lo
the first general merchandise
business which carried dry
goods, groceries and h"rd
w~re in 1895. Thev lived in Ihe
back' of the slor~ unlil lhey
were able lo save the $10
needed fur malerials to build
Ihe (rarne for their house.

PopulaLion grew and other
businesses were opened

which created the need for a
post orrice. James Killen
applied lo the U. S. Govern
menl for postal service and
submilled three names. The
name of Killen was selected
and lhe wooden dry goods
hoxes in Killen's store became
tht! "wil holes for the hrst
Killen Post Office in 1896.

The Iirst rural roule was
esk1btished in 1905. W. D.
Stulls, lhe first carrier,
delivered the mail with a two
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